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fOUNDfRS~

DAY 20-I-I

JANUARY 28, 2011
ROS£ K. GINSRURG AMPiliTI-I£AT£R
11:00 A.M.

OUR

~OUND[RS

PROGRAM
Introductions
Paul McGloin, CPA, LLD (Hon.)

The annual observance of Founders' Day honors the founders of

Chairman of the Board

Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine:

Kenneth]. Veit, DO '76, MBA
Provost, Senior Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean

Oscar John Snyder, DO, and
Mason Wiley Pressly, DO.

Invocation
H. Sprague Taveau, IV, DO '77

Dr. Snyder, who "put the cause of osteopathic medicine above

PCOM Alumni Association President

personal considerations," was the College's first president.

The Pledge of Allegiance
Mark Vila (DO '13)

He remained with PCOM for 42 years as an adviser
and member of the Board of Trustees.

Student Government Association President

Dr. Snyder was instrumental in obtaining the

PCOM Pulmonics

Commonwealth's legal recognition of the
College and the osteopathic profession through

Welcome
Matthew Schure, PhD

establishing the high standards of osteopathic medical education.

President and ChiefExecutive Officer

Dr. Pressly, a Presbyterian minister

Greetings from Class Representatives

and well-known orator, was PCOM's first teacher.

Introduction of the Mason W. Pressly
Memorial Medal Recipient
Dr. Veit and Mr. Vila

He remained on the faculty until 1904,
teaching physiology, the philosophy and
principles of osteopathy, hygiene and dietetics.
He was PCOM's first secretary and
treasurer, and the de facto dean until 1902.
Dr. Pressly founded The Philadelphia journal of Osteopathy

I

Address by the Mason W. Pressly Memorial Medal Recipient
John M. Clark (DO '11)
Introduction of the 0. J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient
Dr. Schure

to promote osteopathic medicine in
Philadelphia and wrote the American Osteopathic
Association's first constitution.

Address by the 0. J. Snyder Memorial Medal Recipient
RobertS. Maurer, DO '62
Benediction
Harry]. Morris, DO '78, MPH
Chair and Professor, Department ofFamily Medicine

0. J. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT

ROllfRT S. MAURI]{, DO '62
More than 35 years ago, long before the current round
of health care debates, Dr. Maurer was fighting for
changes to the healthcare system. A staunch advocate
for tort reform, he was a driving force in developing
and passing medical malpractice and other liability
reform legislation in New Jersey, serving on former Governor Tom Kean's
task force and other health advisory committees. He also ran for state legislature on two occasions.

1967, was not going to allow osteopathic physicians on the medical staff.
In response, Dr. Maurer rallied the support of patients in a major drive to
gain acceptance for the osteopathic profession.
Throughout his career, Dr. Maurer has served in many leadership roles in
professional organizations. In addition to serving as NJAOPS president, he
served as chairman of the organization's strategic planning committee. He
has served as executive director of the American Osteopathic College of
Rheumatology since 1992, and as a member of the New Jersey Osteopathic
Education Foundation board of directors for more than 30 years.

At the same .time, he was advocating for osteopathic medicine, taking every
opportunity to advance the profession as president of the New Jersey
Association of Osteopathic Physicians and Surgeons (NJAOPS). During
his tenure, he played a major role in the establishment of the University of
Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey - School of Osteopathic Medicine
(UMDNJ-SOM) as well as the formation of one of the first physician-run
medical malpractice companies in the country.

Dr. Maurer was honored by NJAOPS for his many contributions to the
profession as Physician of the Year in 1990, and as a recipient of the
Distinguished Service Award in 1998. The same year, he also received a
special commendation from the New Jersey State Assembly for his tort
reform and other legislative efforts.
Dr. Maurer also takes great pride in his continuing involvement with
PCOM. When he joined the Alumni Association ofPCOM Board of
Directors in 1970, he was the youngest member ever elected. With more
than 41 years of service, he is the third longest serving member of the
alumni board. Currently, Dr. Maurer is also completing his sixth year as
alumni representative to the PCOM Boards ofTrustees.

Dr. Maurer was the first osteopathic physician asked to serve on the malpractice company's board of directors, a post he held for 20 years. He also
chaired the company's legislative oversight committee, leading the drive for
medical malpractice reform in the state of New Jersey.
In addition to health reform advocacy, Dr. Maurer has always taken great
pride in teaching students, interns and residents the principles of osteopathic medicine. He has served on the faculty of UMDNJ-SOM for 32
years. "I have always tried to emphasize that taking a personal approach
with patients and using common sense as well as your five senses to diagnose problems are as important, if not more important, than tests and
technology," he says.
It was this personal approach that first attracted Dr. Maurer to osteopathic
medicine. After graduating from the University of Pennsylvania in 1953,
and serving a five-year stint as an officer in the U.S. Navy during the
Korean War, he decided to pursue his interest.
Practicing out of his first home in Iselin, New Jersey, Dr. Maurer's door
was always open. Dr. Bob, as his patients and friends call him, became an
integral and beloved part of the local community.
He was also involved in the development of one of the largest hospitals in
New Jersey-the JFK Medical Center in Edison, which when it opened in
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As president of the class of 1962 for 50 years, Dr. Maurer takes particular
pride in the group's ongoing support of PCOM. And he fondly credits the
College with introducing him to his late wife, Beverly. "We met early in
my sophomore year through her cousin and my classmate, Alan Miller,
DO '62. By the following summer, we were married. The first of our three
children, Ellen, was born at 48th and Spruce Streets. Our two sons, David
and Andy, were also delivered in osteopathic hospitals by osteopathic
physicians," he recalls.
Dr. Maurer remains active with his profession, PCOM and his family. He
currently serves on the ethics board of his hometown as well as various
state and national osteopathic organizations. In addition, he still finds time
to ski, play tennis, visit with his six grandchildren and travel with his companion, Loretta Catino.

MASON W PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL RECIPIENT

JOliN M. CLARK (DO '11)

ROR[RT S. MAUR[R, DO '62
Selected Curriculum Vitae
• Led pioneering efforts to advocate for healthcare reform in New
Jersey, serving on former Governor Tom Kean's task force and other
health advisory committees, and running for state legislature on two
occasiOns.
• Founding member of the University of Medicine and Dentistry of
New Jersey- School of Osteopathic Medicine, and faculty member
for 32 years. A charter member of the JFK Medical Center in Edison,
New Jersey.
• Member of the Board of Directors of the Alumni Association of
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine for 41 years, and
alumni association board representative to the PCOM Boards of
Trustees.
• Served as president of the Class of 1962 for 50 years, leading his class
to have the highest percentage of Annual Fund donors and the highest total amount donated for any class in the history of PCOM, as
well as the highest number of attendees at reunion-year meetings.
• Recognized for his many contributions to the osteopathic medical
profession by the New Jersey Association of Osteopathic Physicians
and Surgeons (Physician of the Year Award, 1990, and the
Distinguished Service Award, 1998) and for his advocacy and legislative efforts on behalf of tort reform by the New Jersey State Assembly
(special commendation, 1998).
• Graduate of the University of Pennsylvania (1953) and Philadelphia
College of Osteopathic Medicine (1962). Served for five years as an
officer in the U.S. Navy during the Korean War.

Mr. Clark has always enjoyed the challenge of solving
problems. That is what attracted this former information technology specialist to a career in medicine.
"I enjoy the challenge of starting with an unclear clinical picture, then carefully gathering and assembling
the pieces of the patient's puzzle in the form of history
and physical, labs and studies to determine the true diagnosis," he says.
''Although information technology also involved problem solving, I found
my work unfulfilling. Caring for patients is my true passion."
Mr. Clark made the transition to medicine as a clinical assistant and
telemetry monitor technician at Brandywine Hospital in Coatesville,
Pennsylvania, where he met Michael Kalata, DO '98, who became his
mentor and role model. "I admired the way he practiced medicine, taking
the time to sit down and patiently explain things to patients, nursing staff
and to me," Mr. Clark notes.
As a PCOM student, Mr. Clark has applied his problem solving skills not
only to his studies, but also to his involvement in the Student Government
Association (SGA). As part of the SGA executive board during his second
year, he participated in a major effort to reorganize student government
and rewrite its constitution to give equal representation to students in all
of PCOM's academic programs.
Elected as a senator for the D.O. Council in August 2010, Mr. Clark
oversees the Technology and Political Action committees and serves as a
member of the Rotations Committee. As co-chair of the Technology
Committee, he has leveraged his information technology experience to lead
a collaborative effort with the College's Management Information Systems
(MIS) department to fulfill the top three student-selected technology
priorities including conversion of student e-mail, implementation of the
Tegrity lecture capture system, and the ability for students to print
wirelessly throughout campus.
As SGA Parliamentarian, Mr. Clark chaired the Political Action
Committee, which seeks to involve students in political advocacy and provide a foundation for their future lobbying efforts. In spring 2009, he
coordinated a trip for PCOM students to Washington, D.C. for the
American Osteopathic Association's annual DO Day on the Hill.
Currently pursuing an internal medicine residency, Mr. Clark's future goals
include continued advocacy for improved health care legislation, teaching
medical students and residents on clinical rotations and, most importantly,
direct patient care.

MASON W PRESSLY MEMORIAL MEDAL
The Mason W Pressly Memorial Medal is presented by PCOM to the student who is
recognized by students, faculty and the administration as "Student DO of the Year," an award that is
part ofan annual tradition at each osteopathic medical school nationwide. The recipient is honored
for outstanding achievement and service to the Collete, the community and the osteopathic profession
and is selected by representatives of the overall College community.

1999
2000
2001
2002
20( 3
2004
2005
2006

Dana Hamilton, DO '99
Alison Leff, DO '00
Constance Gasda, DO '0 1
Edward]. Armbruster, DO '02
Joshua M. Baron, DO '03
Stacey Franz, DO '04
Nicholas Bower, DO '05
Gregory A. Skochko, DO '06

2007 Jessica Masser, DO '07
2008 Sallee Eckler Jones, PhD, DO '08
2009 Helen Anne Chang, DO '09
Trupti Ramesh Patel, DO '09, GA-PCOM
2010 David A. Rand, DO '1 0
Helen R. Levey, DO '10,GA-PCOM
201_ John M. Clark (DO '11)

0. ]. SNYDER MEMORIAL MEDAL
The 0.] Snyder Memorial Meda£ presented in memory of the co-founder of
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, is the College's highest award to recognize Leadership
and service to the osteopathic profession and to the College.

1953 David S. B. Pennock, MD, DO*
1954 Margaret H. Jones, DO*
1955 Chester D. Swope, DO*
1956 Russell C. McCaughan, DO*
1958 Phil R. Russell, DO*
1959 Ira W Drew, DO '11 *
1960 C. Paul Snyder, DO '1 O*
1961 James M. Eaton, DO '28*
1962 ]. Ernest Leuzinger, DO '24*
1963 H. Walter Evans, DO '17*
1964 Paul T. Lloyd, DO '23*
1966 Angus G. Cathie, DO '31 *
1967 Carlton Street, DO '24*
1968 Edwin H. Cressman, DO '26*
1969 Edgar 0. Holden, DO '22*
1970 Frederic H. Barth, LLD (Hon.)*
1971 Joseph F. Py, DO '26*
1972 George W Northup, DO '39*
1973 William F. Daiber, DO '28*
1974 Herman Kohn, DO '27*
1975 William S. Spaeth, DO '25*
1976 Mortimer J. Sullivan, DO '21 *
1977 A. Aline Swift, DO '34*
1978 Foster C. True, DO '22*
1979 Frank E. Gruber, DO '26*
1980 Leo C. Wagner, DO '26*
1981 R. MacFarlane Tilley, DO '23*
1982 M. Carman Pettapiece, DO '32*
1983 George H. Guest, DO '36*

1984 Thomas M. Rowland, Jr.,
LLD (Hon.), DSc (Hon.)*
1985 Galen S. Young, Sr., DO '35*
1986 David Heilig, DO '44*
1987 W Kenneth Riland, DO '36*
1988 Richard S. Koch, DO '38
1989 Ruth E. Purdy, DO '50
1990 Morton E. Terry, DO '45*
1991 Arnold Gerber, DO '40*
1992 Emanuel Fliegelman, DO '42*
1993 Robert L. Meals, DO '56*
1994 Fairman L. Denlinger, DO '53*
1995 Lester Eisenberg, DO '38*
1996 Albert F. D'Alonzo, DO '56*
1997 Frieda 0. Vickers, DO '39*
1998 Robert M. Fogel, DO '58
1999 Nicholas C. Pedano, DO '61
2000 Leonard H. Finkelstein, DO '59
2001 Ronald R. Blanck, DO '67
2002 Joseph M. Pellettiere, Jr., DO '48*
2003 Leonard W Johnson, DO '64*
2004 Herbert Lorman, LLD (Hon.)
2005 Carol A. Fox, MM
2006 Robert W England, DO '56*
2007 John Simelaro, DO '71
2008 James H. Black, DO '62
2009 John W Becher, DO '70
2010 John A. Cifala, DO '45
2011 RobertS. Maurer, DO '62
Deceased*

